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Key verse Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and

in all Judea and Samaria, and the end of the earth.”



Trey Haidle Joined our staff July 2020 as the Student Ministry Director but was not new
to Emmanuel.

Trey's family has attended Emmanuel for many years and was part of our youth group
growing up. Prior to coming on staff, Trey attended Moody Bible Institute in Chicago IL
where he studied Biblical Studies and played basketball.

Trey finished his education at Moody by interning at Emmanuel January 2020 and
graduated that May.

Trey has a passion for youth and a desire to see them grounded in their faith and
cultivating a vibrant relationship with the Lord. He has an innate ability to connect with
students and develop strong relationships as well as loves the opportunity to
evangelize through sports.

In his free time, you will find him playing any sport available or spending time in the
outdoors with his friends.



Introduction

There are 66 books in the Bible and they all have their unique place in the timeline and
purpose of God’s story. Each book builds on the mega narrative, the story of the whole bible,
that God has been writing in the timeline of earth's life. All the while, he is using people like
you and I to fulfill his purpose on earth. Some books take more digging to relate to and apply
thousands of years later, books like Leviticus or Numbers, for example. These books are still
filled with life changing truths that can play a huge role in the formation of our understanding
of God’s Word.

Then, there are books like Acts that easily transcend culture and time. When we read the book
of Acts, it may be one of the clearest applications for the church today. The book begins at the
ascension of Jesus Christ and his great commission. We could actually read the gospel of Luke
right into the book of Acts and it would flow like one continuous story. That is because it is
written by the same person, Luke, to the same recipient, Theophilus, recalling the same
historical account.

[ love that the Bible is not just a story of what happened, but what happens. Yes, itis a
historical book with real events and people, but it is not merely limited to historical events
because it is ultimately about God’s love to you and I. God is continuing to work in the lives of
people today and it is not different from what we see in the Book of Acts. We'll find that Acts is
all about the Holy Spirit empowering ordinary people like you and I to build his church.

Within the pages of Acts, we are going to see one continual theme all the way through,
beginning in Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and the ends of the earth.”
The rest of Acts is building off of this one verse! The followers of Jesus are filled with the Holy
Spirit and they go all over the known world proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ. The wild
thing is, [ am a believer today because one of these men or women told another of the good
news of Jesus, and then to the next generation, then to the next, and so on. You, too, fit in the
ongoing narrative of the story of Acts. The church is still being built up by ordinary people
through the power of the Holy Spirit in their lives.



Day 1

Introduction: Similar to any good sports team, before they set off with their season, they
must first evaluate the goal they are attempting to achieve. If the goal is not first set, then the
games that are played or the races that are run are in vain, running aimlessly. A football team
sets a goal to get the football across the end zone more times than the opposing team, and then
do that over and over again till they walk home with a trophy. The team must first know the tro-
phy is the goal, and that goal fuels the team. Between the time the goal is made and the trophy is
received, there are countless hours of coaching, practicing plays, weight lifting, and rehab. [ bet
there are some people who are part of the church that have no idea what the goal of the church
is. But

Jesus is about to give the church their ongoing goal, all the while, giving us the theme for the
book of Acts as we walk through it.

Acts 1:6-11
6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord will you at this time restore the kingdom
of Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed
by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth.” °And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and
a cloud took him up of their sight. 1°And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold,
two men stood by them in white robes, 1and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same
way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Think about it: Jesus is talking with his disciples in this passage, and all of his disciples,
minus one, abandon Jesus before he goes to the cross. These same men that didn’t have the cour-
age

or boldness to stand next to their Savior in his persecution, are going to be sent out across the
known world to bring people to faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus sets a goal for them, one that they
probably don’t even think they have the boldness to do: to be Jesus’s witnesses to the end of
the earth. Acts 1:8 is also the road map for the rest of Acts—the gospel will first be proclaimed
in Jerusalem, then to Judea, Samaria, and to the end of the known world. This goal still stands
true for the church today as there are still people who don’t know who Jesus is—friends at
school, neighbors just up the street, people groups in Papua New Guinea. There is great delight
watching the global Church come together to accomplish this one goal: that men and women
around the world would come to know their Creator and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Take away: The church’s goal is to witness for Jesus Christ in schools, Billings, Montana,
America, and the ends of the earth.



Day 2

Read: Acts 2

Introduction: For the first time in history, the church is going to start growing and multi-
plying. The growth that is started in the church in Acts 2 is the same church that is still growing
around the world today. God has made his mission/goal for the church evident in Acts 1:8, and
that is for the church to be a witness of Jesus Christ across the world. However, for the first time,
God’s strategy to achieve this goal is implemented. His plan is also in Acts 1:8, “But you will re-
ceive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses...”. God’s
plan is for us to be filled with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit, indwelling and empowering his
people, continues to be his plan for the growth of his church. Throughout the book of Acts, we
will see that God uses broken people who have been saved and filled with his Spirit, to change
the world, one life at a time.

Acts 2:36-39 and 41
36“Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ
Jesus whom you crucified.” 2’Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter
and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38and Peter said to them, “Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 3°For the promise is for you and for your children and for all
who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” ... #.So those who received
his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.

Think about it: Just weeks before this message was given, Peter possibly made his greatest
blunder. He stood before three different people, three different times and denied that he even
knew Jesus all three times before Jesus’s crucifixion. When Peter was left to his own power, he
couldn’t even proclaim his faith in front of a servant girl. But then in Acts 2:4 it says that they
“were all filled with the Holy Spirit” and everything changes for the disciples. Take a look at the
sermon Peter delivers in Acts 2. Is this the same Peter that once was too scared to even say he
knew Jesus? This is a man who has been changed by God and filled with his Spirit. Take a peek at
verse 39 again, “For the promise (of the Holy Spirit) is for you and for your children and for all who
are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” The Holy Spirit is not just for the first
century disciples, but He is working and empowering every one of his people still to this day.

Take away: God’s plan to fulfill the Great Commission starts and ends with his people filled with
the Holy Spirit.



Day 3

Read: Acts 3

Introduction: If the Good News of Jesus Christ was boiled down to one phrase that every-
one,

in all cultures, at any time, could understand, I believe it would be this: Jesus heals the broken.
Everyone understands what it means to be hurt and broken, and it comes in many different
ways. Some of the ways that the brokenness of man is evident is in fractured families, or the guilt
of individual sin. It also can be seen in physical brokenness such as death and disease. And all of
these things come from the brokenness (the sin) of humans. There is much that goes into the
little phrase “Jesus heals the broken,” for example, it's by Jesus’ wounds that we are healed.
Jesus has come to heal the brokenhearted, to forgive sin. But it is all boiling down to the same
phrase, “Jesus heals the broken.” Peter and John understand what the gospel of Jesus is all about
and we find that in Acts 3.

Acts 3:1-6
INow Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2And a man
lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the
Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 3Seeing Peter and John about to go into the
temple, he asked to receive alms. *And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at
us.” SAnd he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. SBut Peter said,
“I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, rise and walk!”’...And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and entered the
temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God.

Think about it: This may be one of the greatest moments in the book of Acts! Peter and
John, who once used to fight over who would be the greatest in the Kingdom of God, finally get
what Jesus was all about and what their mission is. They know it’s not about power, position, sta-
tus, money, but walking in the Spirit of the Lord to spread the news of Jesus. In the name of Jesus
there is power and healing! Marriages are restored through the power of Jesus. The sick are
healed through the power of Jesus. And the greatest one, our sins are forgiven through the power
of Jesus. This story is not just a story about a lame man who now walked, but it is about a man
who encountered the power of God’s grace through Jesus. Jesus is in the business of healing
broken people.

Take away: The message of the church is that Jesus heals the broken.



Day 4

Read: Acts 4

Introduction: Do you have that one friend or family member that will always spill any se-
cret that you entrust to them? Or maybe you are that person and you just NEED to tell someone
the good news you heard. I don’t know about you, but when I buy a gift for someone that I think
is just superb, I have this deep urge to show almost everyone, sometimes including the one to
whom the gift is going to. Just this last Christmas, I got a gift for my brother and I was stoked!
As soon as it was delivered to the house, | asked him if he wanted to see what I got him for
Christmas and completely spoiled the surprise. It was barely November! I couldn’t wait because
[ was overwhelmed with excitement and joy to give him his gift.

In Acts 4, we are going to see that same type of excitement from the disciples as they can’t
remain silent for the love of the gospel. They are being questioned by the council about the lame
man that was healed in Acts 3. The council brings them forth and instructs them not to speak
the name of Jesus anymore. The disciples leave them with this great response.

Acts 4:16-20

16The counsel said, “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed
through them is evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17But in order

that it may spread no further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone

of this name. 18So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name

of Jesus. 1°But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to
listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 2°for we cannot but speak of
what we have seen and heard.”

Think about it: “For we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heart.” They are telling
some of the most powerful people in all of Israel that they have a message and it comes from an
authority greater than their council. Peter and John have this great boldness before the council,
all the while not being rude about it, but they boldly speak in truth and grace. They have seen
the resurrected Jesus Christ, they have heard his Great Commission, and they have decided that
they are going to live a life for Christ rather than man. Peter and John are filled with the Holy
Spirit and God gave them the boldness and wisdom in this conversation. At the end of this story
in verse 31 it says, “they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of
God with boldness.” The boldness they spoke with was not from their own power but from the
Spirit.

Take away: The Holy Spirit gives us boldness to proclaim his message.



Day 5

Read: Acts 5-6

Introduction: The other day [ was at Target looking for a photo album (by the way, they
are almost nonexistent these days), and like normal, I walked in circles trying to find them to no
avail. [ submitted to defeat and finally asked an employee at Target for the location of the

photo albums. As he walked me to the location where they were, we talked about life, and he
mentioned that he once used to be part of a church and believed in Jesus but had since walked
away from the faith and is currently agnostic. Out of curiosity, | asked him what drove him
away from the faith. His response was simple and pointed, “the people.” He explained, “I found
that people in the church were still consumed with themselves just like everyone else. They are
just striving to take care of their own skin and take any power possible.” Wrapped in the DNA of
the church is the title “servant.” Unfortunately, we look at church as a place to be served rather
than serving others. When that is the case, this employee at Target is spot on. Serving another
was at the core of the early church and there is evidence of that in Acts 6.

Acts 6:1-7
INow in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists
arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily
distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, “It is not right
that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables.3Therefore, brothers, pick
out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom,
whom we will appoint to this duty. ‘But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the
ministry of the word.” ...”And the word of God continued to increase, and the number
of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the
priests became obedient to the faith.

Think about it: The church in Jerusalem discovered a need that was brought to light by
some within the church; there were some Greek widows that needed caretaking and the church
had not yet provided them with the help they needed. They chose seven people from the church
who were “full of the Spirit and wisdom” to serve these specific women. They understood the
role of the church, within the church. They saw that they were meant to serve one another.
Jesus even tells his disciples in Matthew 20:28, “Even the Son of Man came not to be served but
to serve.” If God came to serve, how much more should we serve? The employee at Target hit it
right on the head, to be in the church was never about being served but about serving others.

Take away: Saved people serve people.



Day 6

Read: Acts 7

Introduction: The writer of Acts, Luke, gives a continual update on the church’s growth and
shows how they are fulfilling the Great Commission throughout the rest of the book. The passage
from yesterday contains one of those verses: “And the word of God continued to increase, and the
number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem.” The church in Jerusalem has seen a lot of
growth and has increased continually, with little resistance. However, that is about to take a turn
in chapter 7. In this passage, Stephen is going to embody what it means to forgive as Christ has
forgiven us (Ephesians 4:32). It is almost always hard to forgive someone when they wrong you,
but it is even harder to forgive while they are wronging you.

Acts 7:54-60
5¢Now when they heard these things (Stephen’s sermon) they were enraged, and they ground their
teeth at him. >>But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God,
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. °¢And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened,
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 5’But they cried out with a loud voice
and stopped their ears and rushed together to him. *8Then they cast him out of the city and stoned
him. And the witness laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul.
%9And as they were stoning Stephen he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
60And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this
sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

Think about it: In the moments that someone is hurting me, the natural response is retalia-
tion. For Stephen, I am sure that is what he wanted to do as well. But there is one sentence that
stands out from the whole passage, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” In the moment of
Stephen's greatest pain and suffering, he is praying for those who are inflicting his pain. This is
the heart that I pray to have! What if we were more focused on how much God loves those around
us

rather than our own comfort, regardless of whether or not they show us love? What if we prayed
for those whom we didn’t agree with politically, or that person who gossiped about us last week,
or that person who just has it out for you? I believe we would see a church sacrifice its comforts
and desires and instead, show God’s love to those who are dying to experience it.

Take away: We forgive because we are forgiven.



Day 7

Read: Acts 8

Introduction: People either absolutely love flying or hate flying to the core of their being.
[ am the former for sure. Flying is one of my all-time favorite things to do! It’s the fact that peo-
ple can fly through the air, going 550 plus miles an hour at 40,000 feet, that excites me. Howev-
er, | also love people-watching in the airport almost as much as I like the flight itself. Everyone is
going to and fro all with different stories and different worries and goals. It is moments like this
that

remind me [ am passing people all the time who are thirsty to know the hope and love of Jesus
and I am often blind to them. One of the ways that the Spirit guides us is by directing us to who
needs to hear the gospel. We see all over in scripture where God opens or closes doors for his
disciples.

Acts 8:26-30 & 35 & 38

26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an
Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of
all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 2and was returning, seated in his chariot
and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 2°And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this
chariot.” 39So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet...3>Then Philip

opened his mouth and beginning with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus...

38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water,
Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him.

Think about it: Philip has this moment when the Holy Spirit pulls at his heart and directs
him to go over to the chariot. At that moment, it may not have made sense, but Philip followed
the Lord in joining the chariot. Often in our lives, we are asking God to lead and direct us in our
future, but then, we turn a blind eye to those small conversations and leadings of the Spirit. The
Holy Spirit is guiding and leading you in your everyday life. Unfortunately, we can turn a blind
eye and focus on daily tasks more than we seek his guidance. Philip heard the Spirit and “ran” to
where the Spirit led him. When the Spirit tugs on my heart to share the Good News, or to be
generous, [ want to run!

Take away: The Spirit guides and directs you through everyday life for Kingdom busi-
ness.



Day 8

Read: Acts 9

Introduction: If you had to list the greatest evangelists of all time, you would probably
see names like Billy Graham, D.L. Moody, Jonathan Edwards, and the Apostle Paul. These
individuals got to share the good news of Jesus Christ thousands of times. The crazy thing is,
they all had a first time they shared their faith. It may have been with great nerves, sweaty
palms, and a racing mind, but they all had a first time they shared their hope in Jesus Christ.
One of the greatest unifying characteristics of these evangelists was they each had a willing
heart. From the first time they proclaimed Jesus as Lord to the last time they were saying
“Jesus, send me.”

Acts 9:19b-22
For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. And Immediately he proclaimed Jesus
in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” And all who heard him were amazed and
said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name?
And has he not come here for this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?”
But Saul increases the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus
by proving that Jesus was Christ.

Think about it: Have you ever wondered how great evangelists like the Apostle Paul first
shared his faith? Was it with complex theology and with graceful speech? Nope, it started out
with the simple message that “Jesus IS the Son of God.” This is a massive encouragement to the
church today! Paul is filled with the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit is all he needs to share his
faith. But how often do we make excuses in saying, “I am not spiritually mature enough,” or
“I'm not a good communicator.” The criteria for a believer to be capable to share their faith is
this, that they confess Jesus is Lord and Savior and that they have the Spirit of God dwelling in
them. You don’t need to have a degree in biblical studies, or to be a believer for X number of
years before you are equipped to work toward the Great Commission. Paul simply knew that
Jesus was who he said he was and that was enough. Your message might be short, but that’s
alright. Just let it be all about Jesus and who he is.

Take away: Evangelism is all about proclaiming Jesus as king.



Day 9

Read: Acts 10

Introduction: The Bible is full of stories of God chooses the most unexpected. Think
about

the time that God chose David as the new king over Israel. David was the youngest of all the
brothers and was small in stature. He was working a simple job as a shepherd at the time and
was probably overlooked in every way. Yet, this young teenager was chosen as king. Or think
about how God sent Jonah to Nineveh, filled with enemies of Israel, to preach repentance and
show Nineveh grace. Up to this point in Acts, the focus has been the gospel going out to the
Jews, but there is going to be a transition here in Acts 10 to the unexpected.

Acts 10:44-45
4“4While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word.
45And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with peter were amazed,
because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles

Think about it: Christians have historically been the ones to break down the racial barri-
ers. For Peter to go to the house of Cornelius, who was a Gentile, and eat with him would have
been unacceptable in Jewish circles. It would have appeared to others that Peter was unfaithful
to God when entering the house of a Gentile and eating at his table. On the contrary, Peter was
following God'’s plan for the gospel. For the first time, the Holy Spirit was poured out on the
Gentiles! This would have been earth shattering for the Jews at the time. Jesus was the God of
the Jews, but now they knew that Jesus is not just Lord over the Jews but the whole human
race! This is the start of the end of the Great Commission. When Jesus said that the church
would be his witnesses to the ends of the earth, he didn’t just mean geographically, but he also
meant demographically. Jesus has poured his grace out on the Jews, Gentiles, blacks, whites,
Republicans, Democrats, everyone. The church was starting to understand that the power of
Jesus reached far beyond just people like them.

Take away: God’s grace goes beyond our expectations.



Day 10

Read: Acts 11

Introduction: Have you ever thought about the crazy stories you will hear in heaven? Not
just the stories from people like Moses, Joseph, and David, but imagine all the stories you will get
to hear from normal people like you and I. For example, picture talking to an “average Joe” from
Israel who shares about his experience crossing the Red Sea! Won'’t it be fun to hear their take on
the miracle? Those will be some of the stories that I'm sure will be intriguing to hear. In the
midst of Acts 11, we find a small group of “normal people” who have a unique story. They are the
believers of Cyprus and Cyrene that went to Antioch. They started something new that has
impacted the Church and our lives even to this day.

Acts 11:19-24

I9Now those who scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as for

as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews. 20But there

were some of them. Men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the

Hellenists (Greeks) also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21And the hand of the Lord was with them,

and a great number who believed turned to the Lord. 22The report of this came to the ears

of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 22When he came and saw the

grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with
steadfast purpose, 2*for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.
And a great many people were added to the Lord.

Think about it: Acts has been almost exclusively about the Jewish people hearing the Good
News of Jesus. The Greeks have been excluded from the message with a few individual
exceptions. But for the most part, Jesus had been understood as the God of the Jews, but the

men of Cyprus and Cyrene knew that he was also God of the Gentiles as well. These Christians
from Cyprus and Cyrene went north to Antioch and they took the message to the Greeks as well,
and this shocked all the other believers! The Greeks and Jews were on the opposite sides of most
everything! They had different stances on government, family, taxes, sex, money, war, etc. There
was almost nothing that Greeks and Jews agreed on at the time. But these believers from Cyprus
and Cyrene knew that the gospel of Jesus would bridge all of these differences. In a time when
racism was accepted and taught from generation to generation, Christians shattered that stigma
in Antioch. Antioch became one of the most diverse churches in the world—rich people and
poor, Jews and Greeks, all united under Jesus Christ. They were the center for missions, including
the Apostle Paul. It all started with a few believers taking the gospel to the rejects of Israel, the
Greeks, and the grace of God abounded!

Take away: The Gospel of Jesus reaches across all cultures and is for all people.



Day 11

Read: Acts 12-13

Introduction: I am convinced that one of the greatest inventions of all time is the light
bulb. There have been times in my life that [ was in a bad situation and didn’t realize it until
the

illumination of some light revealed it. For example, | was playing a game of hide and seek with
some kids and I decided to hide under a cabin. When I started crawling under the cabin, it was
dark and a little damp, but [ knew it would be my best chance of going unfound. The longer I
was there, the more comfortable I got. After I hid under the cabin for a long time without being
detected, I decided to turn on my flashlight to see what it looked like under the cabin. As soon
as I clicked on the flashlight, I felt very uncomfortable. [ looked around and saw there were 5
spiders about 6 inches from my face. They had been there the whole time, but I'd been
comfortable and cozy—that is, until the light was turned on. Even though it was unsettling to
see the spiders in the glow of the light, it was actually a good thing because I realized the
situation I was in and removed myself. One of the things that God called the church to be is a
light. We are called to bring light into dark places.

Acts 13:44-48

4The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord.**But when the
Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by
Paul, reviling him. #¢And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the

word of God be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of

eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. 4’For so the Lord has commanded us saying,

‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the

earth.”” ¥And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word
of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed.

Think about it: Just as the invention of the lightbulb has changed the world forever,
Christians living in the world as light has changed, and will continue to change, the world all
the more. The Good News of Jesus has been entrusted to his people. The truth about Jesus is a
light for all who hear it. Sometimes, when a person first hears that they are a sinner and are
separated from God, it is unsettling. But the gospel is called the “Good News” for a reason. God
has never left us without hope, and Jesus is our eternal hope. Look at what verse 47 says again,
we “bring salvation to the ends of the earth.” You get to bring salvation to your work, schools,
houses, and stores.

Take away: Jesus is the light of the world and he lives in you.



Day 12

Read: Acts 14-15

Introduction: “What's the catch?” This is a phrase often said when something seems too good
to be true. It could be an item advertised as free or an offer with such a discounted price that it
must be fake. Unfortunately, these deals that are too good to be true are just that—too good to
be true. While looking online the other day, | came across an all-inclusive vacation to Mexico
that was listed at a ridiculously low price! When I first saw it, it made me jump with excitement,
but before too long, it left me asking the question, “What’s the catch?” As you can guess, there
was a catch.  needed to be at least 30 years old and have lots of money. It was an attempt to get
me to buy a timeshare. Sometimes we approach the gospel in a similar manner, asking “What’s
the catch?” The grace of God seems too good to be true. When someone begins to believe it is
too good to be true, that is when grace and good works start to surface. Even in Acts 15, some
believers thought God’s grace looked too good to be true so they started to believe it was by
grace and good works that they were saved.

Acts 15:6-11

6The Apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter. 7And after there

had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that in the early
days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the

gospel and believe. 8And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the

Holy Spirit just as he did to us, and he made no distinction between us and them, having

cleansed their hearts by faith. 1°Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a

yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our father nor we have been able to bear? 11But

we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.”

Think about it: Peter takes a bold stand on grace alone. No one has been able to earn
their

salvation through good works and no one will ever be able to earn it. Oftentimes, our desire is
to work things out for ourselves, just try a little harder. But have you ever tried to live just one
day without sinning? That day will not come on this side of heaven. We can be so thankful for
the grace of God. The gospel is cheapened and undermined when we add anything to it. God’s
grace seems too good to be true, but it is true and that’s what makes the gospel so beautiful.

Take away: God’s grace is all you need.



Day 13

Read: Acts 16:1-10

Introduction: Have you ever had those seasons in life when you are trying to make life
plans and it seems like you hit brick wall after brick wall? It can seem like every door in life is
closed and that there is nowhere to go. In those moments, when life is not going as planned, it is
easy to get frustrated and stressed out. Uncertainty can be unsettling. During Paul’s second mis-
sionary

journey, he finds himself in one of those life situations when doors keep closing around him.

As Proverbs 19:21 says, “Many are the plans in the mind of man, but it is the purpose of the LORD
that will stand.”

Acts 16:6-10
And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit
to speak the word in Asia. And when they had come up to Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia,
but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. So, passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas.

And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: a man of Macedonia was standing there, urging
him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” And when Paul had seen the vision,
immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia, concluding that God called us
to preach the gospel to them.

Think about it: 'm sure that Paul spent a bunch of time praying about where he would go on his
next mission trip, and he decided that Asia was going to be the destination. However, on his way
to Asia, the Holy Spirit “forbid” them to speak the word in Asia. God clearly closed the door to
Asia. Paul then attempts to go north to Bithynia to preach the word and again it says that the
Spirit prevented them from going to Bithynia. Whether it was closed roads, political resistance,
or illness, Paul was confident that God was directing him another way. Ultimately, God directed
Paul to Macedonia where he would start the church in Philippi, who would be his greatest
supporter. Paul understood Proverbs 19:21, “many are the plans in the mind of man, but it is
the purpose of the LORD that will stand.” Even though the plans of Paul changed, God had a plan
the whole time, and he was directing Paul by closing doors to a good ministry opportunity,
while steering him toward one that was great. Sometimes we just need to hold our plans with
open hands knowing that God has a purpose greater than our knowledge.

Take away: God uses closed doors as opportunities to direct you to his purpose.



Day 14

Read: Acts 16:11-40

Introduction: You can learn a lot about a person by their favorite movie. If someone’s fa-
vorite movie is a tear jerker like The Boy in the Striped Pajamas or Annie, then they are probably
the kind of person that has a lot of compassion, who feels others’ hurts and pains. If someone’s
favorite movie is something completely random and out there, for example Monty Python and
the Holy Grail, they will most likely laugh at a dad joke. And, there are some people you can just look
at and almost guess that they are fans of Marvel or Lord of the Rings. That being said, my favorite
movies are the Lord of the Rings! The main reason I love them is because of the relationships
between the three main characters. If you are not familiar with the story, there is a team of three
unlikely partners: a man, an elf and a dwarf. In a time when their people are not unified, but
instead, despise each other, these three guys break down all those walls and make a partnership
that cannot be broken. Today, in a world that is divided by politics, income, ethnicity and
education, the church stands out all the more as unlikely brothers united with a common goal,
following Christ. From the beginning of the church, it has been breaking down societal norms
and unifying people under Jesus Christ. In Acts 16, Paul is starting his ministry in Philippi and
God starts the church in Philippi with three individuals that were unexpected.

Acts 16:13-14,16-18,

And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to the riverside, where we supposed there was a

place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had come together. One who heard
us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a
worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul...As we were
going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought

her owners much gain by fortune-telling. She followed Paul and us crying, “These men are
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation.” And this she kept
doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit,

“I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour...
And the Jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul
and Silas. Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they said,

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.”

Think about it: When Paul went to start a church in Philippi, [ bet he wasn’t expecting the
first three believers to be a rich business woman from Asia, a once demon-possessed slave girl,
and the jailer that held him in prison. But the gospel knows no race, gender, or wealth. God
brings these three unlikely believers together to start one of the strongest, if not the strongest,
churches at that time. If there is one place on earth where people can come together and stand
side by side on even ground, it is at the cross of Jesus. The church is full of people who are saved
by the grace of God through the saving work of Jesus, regardless of wealth, ethnicity, or anything
else. There is nothing more diverse and yet unified than the church united under Jesus Christ.

Take away: God unifies the people that the world segregates.



Day 15

Read: Acts 17-18

Introductions: Have you ever experienced pushback for your faith in Jesus? It could
have been by a coworker, teacher, family member, or friend but in those times when your faith
was challenged, what did you do? Or maybe you just have the fear of pushback. That is part of
what sharing your faith in Jesus can be so hard. People either receive it or reject it. Our role is
simply to tell others. The apostle Paul finds himself in situations when many place their faith
in Christ and other times when he receives great pushback when people reject Jesus. In Acts
18 Paul is going to find himself in a situation when the Jews in Corinth sharply oppose him.
Paul is clearly frustrated by the opposition that he experiences from the Jews in Corinth and
directs his attention to the Gentiles in Corinth instead. During Paul’s frustration, God gave him
a vision to strengthen him.

Acts 18:9-11
9And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking
and do not be silent, 1°for I am with you, and no one will attack you to harm you,
for I have many in the city who are my people.” 11And he stayed a year and six months,
teaching the word of God among them.

Think about it: One of the greatest evangelists of all time, the apostle Paul, had mo-
ments

of frustration and fear when telling others about the gospel. God, knowing his pain and
frustration, reaches down to him and encourages him. He tells Paul not to be afraid and to
keep speaking the word. Paul is empowered by God when he needs it most. One of his
weakest moments is when he is the strongest in Christ. Maybe you need to hear the same
promise he received that day. Do not fear, and keep speaking the word, for God is with you.
This is not just a promise for Paul, but God gave similar promises through Scripture for you
and I today. God is with you and is for you!

Take away: God is with you and for you.



Day 16

Read: Acts 19-20

Introduction: What type of flyer are you? Here’s what [ mean: when you are sitting in an
airplane, do you put headphones on and read a book or are you that person that talks to the
person next to you? Maybe you are a sleeper on flights and have your sleeping mask and
pillow on every flight (also, what a crazy thing that you can fall asleep in Billings and wake

up in Seattle). Most of the time I am the talker on a flight. Nothing like having someone stuck
next to me for a couple of hours with nowhere to go. In one particular flight, I was praying
that God would give me an opportunity to share the gospel, and he did just that. There was a
middle aged woman that sat next to me, and when the conversation started to lead to the
gospel, I froze up. At that very moment, | knew what the right thing was, but selfishly [ was
tired and knew it would be a long conversation. Selfishly, I told her a little about my faith but
didn’t pursue the conversation with her. God had given me the exact opportunity I had prayed
for and I valued my comfort more than the Good News of Jesus. [ think of that lady frequently,
wondering if she was ready to hear the gospel. | learned a valuable lesson that day: when God
directs me to share the gospel to someone or a group of people, I want to be faithful to follow
through with it.

Acts 20:22-24
22And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not knowing what
will happen to me there, 23except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that
imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24But I do not account my life of any value nor
as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received
from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.

Think about it: Paul is put at a crossroads with his decision. He knows that the Spirit is
leading him back to Jerusalem to preach the gospel where he knows affliction waits for him
there. His other option is to stay where he is comfortable and reject the leading of the Spirit.
But his response is to say that he doesn’t count his life as precious to himself. Instead, he says
he will finish the ministry that he received from Jesus. When you are at a crossroads between
following the Spirit or staying where you have security and comfort, which do you choose?

Take away: God’s plan is better than our security.



Day 17

Read: Acts 21-23

Introduction: Do you have a person or a group of people you always go to when you
have

exciting news? For me it has always been my family. [ remember calling home after every
basketball game [ ever played to talk to my family. Why? Because my family has always been
my support, whether to celebrate with me or to comfort me. We all long to have people who
are there through life. The beautiful thing is, God created the church as a family. The church is
meant to be filled with people who can celebrate victories in life and in ministry and also
mourn and work through hard things together. In this next passage, Paul is going to return
back to Jerusalem for the first time in a long while.

Acts 21:17-20
When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly. On the following day
Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present. After greeting them, he related
one by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry.
And when they heard it, they glorified God.

Think about it: You were never meant to do your Christian walk alone. Up to this point
in Acts, Paul has partnered with Barnabas, Silas, Timothy, Luke and many others. But he also
has churches back in Jerusalem and Antioch that he returns to and reports to. They celebrate
victories with Paul and help when he is in need. Have you made kingdom relationships like
Paul has? Find people like Paul who you know will be there when you need help or
encouragement, or will simply be there to celebrate with you in the good.

Take away: Find partners in the faith.



Day 18

Read: Acts 24

Introduction: Paul is going to find himself at a tough place in Acts 22. He makes his defense
in Caesarea but the governor named Felix is going to ask for help in the case and decides to leave
Paul in prison during this time. What initially looks like a horrible situation for Paul turns out to
be a great opportunity for the gospel.

Acts 24:22-24
“22But Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of the Way, put them off, saying, “When Lysias
the tribune comes dawn, I will decide your case.” 23 Then he gave orders to the centurion that he
should be kept in custody but have some liberty, and that none of his friends should be prevented
from attending to his needs. 2¢After some days Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who
was Jewish, and he sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus.

Think about it: Maybe in one of Paul’s most uncomfortable moments, he gets one of his great-
est opportunities to share his faith in Christ. The governor of Caesarea would come to him to hear
about Jesus. God cares more about the growth and development of Felix and Paul than he does
Paul’s comfort. It is easy to slip into this comfort Christianity where it’s all about what makes you
feel comfortable and safe. We often go throughout our week without talking about Jesus to
anyone, go to the same church service, talk to the same people and sit in the same pew because
that is what is comfortable.

Take away: God cares more about your growth than your comfort.



Day 19

Read: Acts 25

Introduction: Have you ever wondered if you would be found “guilty” for believing in
the resurrection of Jesus if your friends were the witnesses? And if the verdict was “guilty,”
what would they say about your faith? Many believers talk about going to church, or bible
studies they are in, but forget to talk about the cornerstone of our faith—the resurrection
of Jesus Christ. In Acts 25, Paul is on trial before the new governor, and he is found guilty
of one thing in particular—believing in the resurrection of Jesus.

Acts 25:18-19
“18When the accuser stood up, they brought no charge in his case of such evils as
I supposed. 1°Rather they had certain points of dispute with him about their own
religion and about a certain Jesus, who was dead, but whom Paul asserted to be alive.”

Take away: What makes a Christian? Is it going to church every weekend and sometimes
during the weekdays? Is it having a quiet time in Scripture and praying? Are you born into

it depending on your family? A Christian is someone that believes that Jesus is the Son of God
and that he has risen from the grave and is alive today. Paul says in Romans 10:9, “If you
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him

from the dead, you will be saved.” It is better to talk about the resurrection of Jesus than
anything else when sharing your faith. If a specific church's name comes up more than

the resurrection of Jesus, then we are missing it. If a translation of the Bible comes up

more than the resurrection of Jesus, then we are missing it. Make it a point to talk about

the resurrection today.

Take away: The resurrection of Jesus Christ is at the foundation of the Christians faith.



Day 20

Read: Acts 26-27

Introduction: There have been a couple of times in my life I started a big project and
about half way through it I ask the question, “Why am I doing this?” The most recent project
that

has me in a pickle is a project car that my brother and I started over a year ago. It has been a
slow process restoring this car and it feels like it has caused me more pain than anything.

[ find myself asking “why am I doing this” often. In those tough moments during the project,
it is good for me to go back to the beginning and remember why we started the project car.
We really started the project car to spend time together as brothers, and that makes every
long day spent together working on the car a beautiful thing. In one of Paul’s toughest
segments of life, he goes back to his original call from God. In Acts, 26, Paul has been in prison
for at least 2 years, and the whole time he has kept his focus on what is important. He does
that by remembering his calling from God.

Acts 26:16-18
“16But rise and stand upon your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint
you as a servant and witness to the things in which you have seen me and to those in which
I will appear to you, 7delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles — to whom I
am sending you 18to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light
and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and
a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.”

Think about it: At this point in Paul’s walk as a Christian, he could easily be discouraged af-
ter the last two years in prison. He hasn’t had a fair trial or been heard while in prison, but he
doesn’t let that discourage him. Paul considers himself as “fortunate” to make his defense
before King Agrippa when it comes time. One of the reasons he is able to keep from being
discouraged is because he remembers his specific call from God. He knows to finish the race
well, he must first remember why he is running the race. In the moments you are discouraged
in your faith, do you go back to the moment you gave your life to Christ, or to the mission that
God has called you? Don’t forget your first love for Christ!

Take away: Remember your first love for Christ.



Day 21

Read: Acts 28

Introduction: Have you ever watched a movie or a TV show and at the end of it there are
many things that still went unanswered? They leave it up to your imagination to dream about.
One of those TV shows that leave the ending open for the imagination is Lost. They did such a
great job creating mystery and suspense, but at the end of the show, never really answer many
questions. It was almost like the story was unfinished in many ways and that there was more to
be written. The ending of Acts is one of those endings as well. The last 8 chapters are leading up
to Paul giving his defense before Caesar, but the book ends before he makes it.

Acts 28:30-31

30He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him,
31proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with
all boldness and without hindrance.

Think about it: The whole book of Acts has been building off of Acts 1:8, “But you will re-
ceive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusa-
lem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” That commission for the church is
still in process today. I believe that Luke, the writer of Acts, ends the book in a way that makes
you want more. Paul’s mission is still unfinished! But Acts isn’t about Paul—it is about the
growth of the church by willing men and women powered by the Holy Spirit. So, it’s not just
Paul’s mission that is unfinished, but it is the church’s mission that is unfinished. You are a part
of the ongoing story of Acts. There are people in your school, work, neighborhoods, and family
who do not know Jesus and his saving grace. Just like the book of Acts, Jesus is looking for will-
ing people empowered by the Holy Spirit to say, “Jesus, send me.”

Take away: The church today continues to grow and people’s lives are changed forever by
normal people saying “yes” to Jesus and his calling.












21-Day Devotions

To participate in the 21-day devotions throughout 2021,

do one of the following:

Option 1: Scan the QR where the devotions will post each W3 E

day and save it as a shortcut on your phone.
[=]
Option 2: Sign up to receive text reminders which includes
a link to the daily devotion.
- Text devo21 to 94000.

- Enter your name and email. You will receive a “successfully subscribed” message.
To see the devotion each day, simply click the link in the text.

- Note: there is a 7-day break between each set of 21-day devotions. There will be no
texts sent during that week.
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